Douglas Lesh (doug.lesh@nt.gov.au) 

28.8.2017

Development Assessment Service, DIPL

Since 24 October, 2009, our organisation has been writing  to various agencies of the Northern Territory Government seeking  the removal of  the huge now illegal stockpiles of construction rubble located on the Kulaluk Lease (Lot 5182) on the seaward side of Dick Ward Drive, near Fitzer Drive, at Ludmilla. This land is zoned CONSERVATION. 

 In a response from David Ritchie, CEO of Department of Lands and Planning, dated  31 March, 2010, it was stated that:

   'the stockpiling is not protected by existing use rights  and the Department and the DCA  are actively seeking to have this use ceased and the site rehabilitated…  the use of this site is subject to a private arrangement between the lessees  [the Gwalwa Daraniki Association]  and a private construction firm... No special permission has been granted by the Department….The DCA has recently issued a 'Notice to cease' under the Planning Act' for the stockpiling  of fill...'

 In 2013, an Exceptional Development Permit (PA2013/0170)  was applied for by PLANIT Consulting, with  environmental documentation included by EcOZ Environmental Services, on behalf of the Halikos, believed to be the owner, to actively continue the stockpile for 15 years. 

This application was rejected  on 15.5.2014 by Minister Chandler, supported by four pages of reasons, including the fact that the stockpile is an industrial use, and detrimental to the defined purposes of Zone CN(CONSERVATION).  The Minister noted 58 submissions, all in opposition to the stockpile. 

Minister Chandler directed that a plan be submitted within six months time for the removal of the stockpiles, and that they be finally removed by the end of the following six months.

 Later David Tollner became Minister for Planning in the CLP Government. When  PLan asked him in person, when the stockpile would be removed, his answer was  that the owner could not find a place to put it, and  we should wait and see what happened by the end of 2015.   Nothing has happened since.

 The stockpiles have not yet been removed after all these years. They stand on  part of the Kulaluk lease of 30I  hectares. These illegal stockpiles are still  affecting this Conservation area.  Weeds   now cover the mounds, leading to wind borne   seed distribution.  As anticipated by Minister Chandler, the stockpile is damaging the natural environment.  This is an important natural conservation area, as shown by the expert environmental report and analysis  forming a major part  of the application.

 We should not  have to rehearse with the NT EPA the reasons why this polluting stockpile of construction rubble must now be moved, and the land rehabilitated.  However, more recently in response to an email to us, a member of the NTEPA staff    refused to act on a communication  from us,  handballing it back, for us to deal with the Department of Infrastructure, Planning Logistics instead.

It is shocking that the NT community is being ignored, and that in  mid 2017 this illegal stockpile is still polluting a Conservation zoned asignifican natural area.

We must presume that  rental  is being paid for this now illegal land use still on the Kulaluk lease.   Natural diversity  is being abused, and damaged by it.. Wind blown weeds are being spread, drainage affected, and pollution is inevitable.

The people of nearby Ludmilla value the natural environment, and have waited a long time for this construction stockpile to be removed, and the land rehabilitated. They are entitled to have their rights respected.

 NTEPA has refused to act on this matter by recognising this pollution problem  in a Conservation zoned area defering instead to  the 'planning' department  We  therefore ask the Department of Infrastructure, Planning, and  Logistics  to take take responsibility  action to  arrange for the immediate removal this stockpile, and rehabilitation of the land. 

 Please  acknowledged this email immediately, and provide  a substantial and meaningful response.   

 M A CLINCH, Convener, PLan: the Planning Action Network, Inc. Darwin.
